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A Walk in the Park Carol Yetter

It has been a wonderful summer in the parklands.  This year we saw many more birds making the park their home.  Blue jays loudly 
made their presence known.  Woodpeckers found plenty of food in the trees.  Finches, cardinals, titmouse, robins, and sparrows 
were visible daily.  There were even several elusive hummingbirds in the gardens.  Ducks, geese, and heron could be seen in the 
creek.  Red tailed hawks were flying through daily.  As the fall approaches, the park will welcome migrating birds as they make their 
trip south.  The woodlands provide cover for our feathered friends.  The best way to find them is to move slowly and listen for their 
chirps and tweets.   

The BNAC volunteers have been working for several years to make the gardens pollinator friendly.  This year we have seen a 
dramatic increase in the number of butterflies, bees, and moths.  The milkweed that has been planted over the years has finally had 
perfect weather to spread and grow tall.  The seed pods are ready to burst and naturally spread.  People have wondered why some 
gardens have not looked as neat and groomed as in the past.  One reason is our desire to allow the pollinator friendly plants to 
grow undisturbed. The other reason is several invasive species (including snake root, fig buttercup, and garlic mustard) that grow 
faster than we can pull them. The flood last winter ripped out weed barriers and mulch that would have helped.  The spread of invasive 
species is a concern in every nature area.  Each year brings a new challenge.   The loss of many ash trees has also caused changes.  
Formerly shady areas are now sun drenched.  This allows for different foliage growth patterns.  The good news is that the sun shines 
on new growth trees (oak, maple, basswood) that will eventually become the new woodlands canopy.   

Many thanks to all the visitors who made the park a pleasure to visit.  Your respect for the natural setting has helped maintain a safe 
and healthy environment.  There are still a few instances when litter or dog droppings are found, but that is the exception.  Visitors, 
volunteers, and town employees have all stepped up to make sure that the beauty of nature is the first and lasting impression 
of a walk in the woods.

The Volunteer hours 
  
Whether it is making improvements in the park or organizing family friendly events, the BNAC depends on 
volunteers.  From October 2018 through July 2019, volunteers have worked 3,583 hours to make good 
things happen at the BNAC.   

! 2019 BNAC Summer Concert Series !  

Music filled the park on 4 consecutive Tuesdays this 
summer.  Hundreds of people came out to enjoy the 
concerts and the beautiful setting.  The concerts were 
made possible thanks to the generous support of our 
sponsors:  WNY Federal Credit Union, West Seneca 
Rotary, West Seneca Chamber of Commerce,  DMD 
Builders, West Seneca Woman’s Club, Dolores Mendolia 
and Gene Hart.  
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What Has Been Happening and What is Coming Up?   Paula Minklei 

It has been a busy summer thanks to volunteers, members, supporters, and visitors! 

In June we enjoyed a Sunday afternoon Scavenger Hunt as a way to get visitors acquainted with the park 
and many of its natural, historic, and added treasures. It was a perfect summer day enjoyed by everyone. 
Participants received certificates for completing the search and youngsters, who chose to, also made a 
craft item after the search. Happiness prevailed! 

In July there were large turn-outs for the Tuesday evening Free Concerts in the Park. On two mid-month 
days four young adults painted in watercolor in the world of Charles Burchfield classes with guidance 
from local artist and teacher Pam Russell.  

One July Sunday, a large number of families and friends spent a very happy afternoon in the Enchanted 
Forest at the Burchfield Park. They colored nature pictures, chased bubbles, created crowns and wands, 
wrote wishes on paper butterflies, had faces painted, partook in snacks in a Fairy Tea Room, had stories 
read to them by fairy godmothers, and visited with a West Seneca policeman, a wizard, and a fairy 
princess!  

For five Wednesdays in July and August for 2 ½ hours, with the assistance of community service 
volunteers including YES, Friends, and others, Wonderful Wednesdays provided crafts and games on the 
BNAC patio. It has been a busy and fun summer! 

                                                                       #   #   # 

On Sunday, October 6th, at noon, join us for Sunday Fun Day. We will begin the fun with a costumed 
doggie parade. You can dress-up your dog and enter the parade, or watch and take pictures. Awards will 
be made for first, second, and third place costumes. 

Immediately after the doggie parade, refreshments will be served and craft activities will be available. 

At 2pm the Wonder Book Raffle winner will be drawn. If you want to buy raffle tickets, get them 
between now and 2pm on October 6th! The Wonder Book contains cash, scratch off tickets, and gift 
certificates, and it is growing! 

Looking ahead, we will have a Photography Contest exhibited in the West Seneca Library Community 
Center from October 11th through November 23rd.  First, second and third place awards will be made in 
each of five categories. Contest rules and entry forms can be found on our website: BurchfieldNAC.org 
under the Events heading. Take your best shot and bring in your entries starting September 22nd. 

Keep up with more BNAC news & activities via our social media.
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Fall Fundraiser                                Jean Schenck 

The Wonder Book drawing will take place at the Burchfield on Sunday, 
Oct.6, 2019 promptly at 2PM. 

Tickets can be purchased at the Burchfield during office hours. 
  $1.00 each or 6 for $5.00 

The prize is a book filled with cash, scratch off lottery tickets and 
gift cards and is currently valued at about $800.00 and growing. 
 

Also on that day we will be hosting a costume dog parade with 
prizes for best dressed dog. 

Refreshments will be served.  

BNAC Building Update 

The West Seneca Town Board is continuing to explore how best to get the building restored and open to the 
public. At the July 15th Work Session and regular Board meeting, Code Enforcement Officer Jeffrey Scheiber 
reported that his office along with the Town Engineer, Building and Grounds Department and local 
contractors inspected the building and agreed that the repairs needed to reopen the building would cost up 
to $500,000. 

Burchfield volunteers turned in petitions of 891 signatures to the Town Board at their August 26th meeting. 
The signatures were gathered this summer in an effort to show support to the Board for restoring the 
building. Signatures will continue to be collected until the restoration is underway.  

Town Supervisor Sheila Meegan said she is looking into the legalities of opening a dedicated building fund 
that would allow tax exempt donations made toward restoring the building. 

2019 BNAC Photography Contest 

Photographers get ready!!! The BNAC Photo Contest is accepting entries beginning Sunday, September 22nd.  
This year’s categories are: 

Shadow Shots – a photo where the shadow helps tell the story or better defines the subject. 

Caught in the Act – a candid photo that catches the subject un-posed and spontaneous. 

Angles on Architecture – a photo that captures a manmade structure or a portion of it at an interesting angle. 

Black and White – entire photo must be black, white or shades of grey (no other colors). 

Sentimental Journey- a photo that evokes an emotional response. 

The photos will be on exhibit in the West Seneca Community Center from October 11 through November 23, 
2019.  Awards will be presented at a ceremony on Sunday October 20th at 2:00. 

Entry forms are available on the website (BurchfieldNAC.org) under Events.  They can also be obtained at the 
building. In addition to September 22, photos will also be accepted Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from 
11:00-2:00, September 28th 1:00-3:00 and October 2nd 5:30-7:30 PM (last date for entries). All entries will be 
accepted the BNAC at 2001 Union Road. 



Burchfield Nature & Art Center                 Mission Statement 

Serve community interests in art, recreation, music, history, and nature by providing a welcoming and 
educational facility.

Membership Nola Stutz. 


The Friends of the BNAC would like to applaud your continual support and invite you to join our organization.  Your 
support is especially important now as we await news of progress toward getting access to the BNAC building.  
Memberships provide us with the resources to continue with activities on the center’s grounds.  Hop on board and 
enjoy our holistic approach to life embracing nature, the arts, education, relaxation, and exercise.  


A “get away vaca day” at the BNAC will make you smile.  Check out our beautiful park and bring a friend.  Please 
check our website and facebook postings. 

Want to know what is happening at the BNAC?   

Check out our website  
 BurchfieldNAC.org    

Join us on our social media 
 Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram: @BurchfieldNAC 


